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Good afternoon Senator Dutremble, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife Committee. I am John Boland, Director of the Bureau of Resource 

Management at the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of 

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in opposition to L.D. 202. 

 

L.D. 201, if enacted, will allow an enrolled member of the Passamaquoddy Tribe, the 

Penobscot Nation, the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians or the Aroostook Band of 

Micmacs to fish for, take and possess any fish at any time for sustenance use. 

 

Maine’s Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife goes to great length to develop 

short and long term management plans for Maine‘s fish species. Current rules and 

regulations are painstakingly developed using biological, social, economic and other 

information; and importantly, the public is afforded ample opportunity for input into the 

development of these rules. Unregulated, unlimited exploitation of these resources would 

be detrimental to Maine’s fisheries resource and Maine’s economy. 

 

Permitting this type of fishing activity will be in direct conflict with the Department’s 

mission to protect, conserve and enhance Maine’s fish and wildlife resources. 

Additionally, this activity would be in direct conflict to federal rules and laws, Atlantic 

salmon for example.  

 

I would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session. 


